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 (
What is local democracy week?
 
Local Democracy week is a European initiative and has been designed to give young people an understanding and knowledge about how politics affects them on a day to day basis through a variety of activities.
)


 (
Local Democracy week in Lancashire!
Hundreds of young people took part in a variety of activities and events across Lancashire including 
quizzes,
 meet your MP and Young People's Question time. Here is a look at a few of those events:
)


 
 (
Sout
h Ribble District Youth Council
Over 45 young people from local YPS provision, Scout groups, Church groups and voluntary youth groups took part in the 2
nd
 annual Local Democracy Week Quiz Night.
The Quiz had been designed by South Ribble Youth Council and was hosted by them at Penwortham Youth Centre on Tuesday 11
th
 October. Rounds included: Music, Politics, TV and Film, Culture, Sport and a taste 
test .
All the young people taking part won funding for their youth group, over £400 in total! 
In the District we also conducted a survey on Human Rights at a Local Level, the theme of this year's Local Democracy Week which took place in YPS provision and schools.
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Pendle District Youth Council (PDYC)
PDYC members approached the Children's Trust and explained about Local Democracy Week and the successful shadowing opportunities that young people have had in previous years. This was endorsed by the chair who said how much he and other colleagues had got out of it.
Out of the five people who did put their name down, three were matched up to young people.
Other young people asked if they could work with YPS staff and this was successfully negotiated.
All the opportunities have been supported by schools who have given pupils attendance marks for 'Educational visits'
The sixth and final shadowing is taking place on 28
th
 November and we look forward to their reporting back at the next PDYC meeting.
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Ribble Valley Youth Council
For Local Democracy week Ribble Valley Youth Council did a promotional tour of youth clubs in the district. The evening activities consisted of the youth council showing the Lancashire Youth Council DVD, giving their experiences of being part of a Youth Council and a themed quiz with prizes.
At Longridge youth centre on 10
th
 October County Councillor Mark Perks Cabinet Member for Young People attended and gave a short talk about his role and opened up the floor for questions
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Wyre Youth Council joined forces with Wyre Borough council to hold a Young People's Question Time. The questions were set by the youth council and the borough council members and they were around the following topics; Anti Social Behaviour, media involvement in negative coverage of young people, diversionary activities and there worth, local crime and safety in the district. Councillor Berry the Portfolio holder for Neighbourhood Services with a responsibility for Community Safety attended along with many other councillors.
)         Wyre District Youth Council
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Lancashire Youth Council held a Young People's Question Time at County Hall in Preston on Thursday 20
th
 November. Young people from schools, youth groups and district youth councils attended and were given the opportunity to ask questions to the 9 panel members on themes of Equality and Diversity, Sex and Relationships Education (SRE) and Positive Images of Young People in the Media. 
The Panel was made up of adults from organisations and companies across Lancashire involved in working with young people such as Head of Integrated Services for Lancashire Young People's Service Rod Norton, Sylvia Lancaster from Sophie Lancaster Foundation, Johnny Daniel from Brook, Caroline Emmerton from Rock FM to name just a few. 
Both young people and adults commented on how good it was to be able to ask the questions that they wanted to ask and get a response there and then rather than waiting for a written response. We hope that the Young People's Question Time will become an annual event.
)         Lancashire Youth Council (LYC)
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Chorley 
District
 Council
Local democracy week in Chorley saw a really well attended Youth Politics Quiz night with prizes just for entering so everyone was a winner. There were lots of different round's including politics, sports, smell test, and even a 'Chorley' round.
 
We had Albany ,Southlands and Astley Park High School all entering teams and teams from Eaves Green, Juke Box Cafe and Chorley Vibe Youth groups We were very glad to have the Children's Trust Adult Team but sadly they came in last but this meant the youth teams who beat them won an extra prize!
 
The winning team was Southlands high school so well done to them.
Also for local democracy week we held two peer education workshops in schools on Children's rights run by members of Chorley Youth Council. This was in both Mayfield and Astley Park schools these went really well and young people enjoyed meeting new friends and learning new skills with members of Youth council now knowing some sign language thanks to all the young people they met. We hope to work closely again with these schools as they have been so welcoming and fun to work with!
Preston Youth Council
On Monday 17
th
 October, in recognition of Local Democracy Week, young people from Preston Youth Council met with Lancashire County Councillors and local City Councillors to share their ideas and opinions on topics and issues important to young people. 
)
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Preston Youth Council
 Cont....
52 people turned up to our event; 34 young people and 18 Councillors and it was great to see so many people chatting together about the topics we had chosen and researched.
We h
ad three 'Opinions Circles:
Education
 – discussing issues such as tuition fees, less opportunities now, SRE and Political Education for example
Young People and the current Economic Climate
 – discussing issues such as family 
circumstances,
 jobs for young people, access to appropriate work experience, apprenticeships and support f
or young people finding jobs.  
Equality & Diversity
 - discussing issues such as women in the workplace, racism, hate crime and LGBTQ.   
Following this we all took part in a 'Question Time Circle' and this enable
d
 us all to ask direct questions to Councillors and Young People, and allowed us all to give our opinions honestly and openly.  It was a great and refreshing experience we think, for both young people and adults.   
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Hyndburn Youth Council
Fast Politics @ Oswaldtwistle civic theatre 12
th
 of October
An event Hosted by the Hyndburn Youth Council created a buzz amongst over 50 young people who met with four Hyndburn Borough councillors, Carmel Fenning (operations manager Hyndburn, Ribble Valley and Rossendale YPS), Dominica O'Neil (Team Leader) and Hamza Jahanzeb (Deputy Member of Youth Parliament for Hyndburn). To discuss issues key issues of importance to young people and have their voice herd.  At the event young people from Clayton, Rishton, Accrington and Oswaldtwistle engaged in fast pace discussion on issues such as:- 
Drugs & alcohol
Community cohesion and gangs
Bullying 
Facilities for young people
Stereotypes / images of young people
The youth council also presented plan for the 2012 elections and the new promotion video.  Comments from quests include "The young people were a credit to themselves and the area they were from" "it was good to see such a diversity of young people" "there was such a positive vibe in the room".  The young people's feedback included "it was a very good event" "we liked discussing the issues that where important to us" "it was good to show our presentation on things we want to see happen in our community".  It is hoped that this event will run again next year and involve more councillors and peoples of influence in the community.
)
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Rossendale District Youth Council
Young people from Rossendale have been involved in Democracy events every day 17
th
-21
st
 October 2011. 
From events in Youth centres in Bacup and Whitworth, County hall Preston, and concluding with an all day event at the old fire station Rawtenstall. 
Young people from Fearns School, Rossendale School, BRGS, and Whitworth school alongside young people from local colleges and NEET group attended with a local Councillor and took part in workshops and debating, looking at what makes a good councillor and how politics affects young people. 
The events were to celebrate Democracy week and is a good lead into the Member of Youth Parliament elections taking place all over Lancashire and the whole Country in February 2012.  Schools in Rossendale will be asked to take part in the MYP (Member of Youth Parliament) elections in February 2012. 
For more details please contact Hans Mundry at 
hans.mundry@lancashire.gov.uk
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Lancashire Safeguarding Children Board
Thank you to everyone who took part in the Lancashire Safeguarding Children's Board consultation we received over 150 responses to the questionnaire. 
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